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Introduction

Target Setting

This package is intended for a content-based course aimed at young adult international students (undergraduates or high school seniors) at a high intermediate or advanced level of language study, who are interested in learning about American cultural art forms.  
The time frame of the course is extremely flexible.  Sidebars and suggested additional activities allow the instructor to compress or expand each unit as time and student interest permits.  Since there are only 5 units in the textbook, this course would be ideal for a summer program.  It could also be expanded for a normal-length university semester, if the teacher is amenable to using the supplemental information provided to add to the activities and information presented in each unit.
Rationale 

Gardener and Lambert (1972, as referenced in Anselmo, 1993 p. 78) have stated that motivation is the second most important individual learning factor aside from aptitude, and the most important affective factor.  A content-based approach fosters motivation by combining language instruction with study of a specific theme.  Therefore, teaching can focus on contextualized language rather than sentence-level usage, and the language work is directly related to the uses to which the learner will put the language in studying the theme. 
By focusing on authentic topics, and incorporating authentic language tasks, not only does the course package strengthen motivation, it can also serve the needs of students who may have had many years of formal language instruction but may not have had very much opportunity to interact in English.  Such students may, for example, have high TOEFL scores, but be at a disadvantage in authentic communicative situations. 

Methodology and Components 
The units in the course book are all centered around the theme of American cultural art forms: swing dancing, rock ‘n’ roll music, Broadway musicals, Hollywood movies, science fiction literature, and the American Studio Crafts art movement.  
Unit Structure

Each unit addresses a language function that can be related to one or more of the components of the unit.  For example, the unit on rock ‘n’ roll music focuses on expressing preferences, so that students can talk about the kinds of music they like, and the unit on science fiction literature focuses on making predictions, so that students can discuss what they think the future will be like.
Each unit also highlights a language feature that appears in the material for that unit.  Since students are expected to enter this course with a high amount of previous formal instruction, covering the standard, traditional grammar points is not considered necessary.  Instead, the units draw out features of non-standard language use, or style or register details that might not be addressed in a standard language course, but which can be illustrated with the authentic, context-rich materials necessitated by a content-based course.  For example, the unit on swing dancing uses corpus findings to show the colloquial use of “ain’t,” leading to a discussion on non-standard language.  The unit on movies shows students that they should use the present tense when describing the actions in a narrative.

Each unit also contains an authentic reading passage, accompanied by comprehension exercises and strategy instruction designed to help students not only understand the passage, but also to consider how to extend these strategies to their other academic or pleasure reading.

Finally, each chapter culminates in a project which may take up one or more entire class periods.  For example, the unit on swing dancing includes a gap exercise where students watch instructional dance videos and teach each other dance moves, and the unit on the Studio Crafts Movement finishes with a “wishing quilt” project where students write their wishes on scraps of paper, and assemble them into a quilt pattern according to traditional quilt designs pictured in the text.  

Teacher’s Manual

One of the chief difficulties of content-based teaching is that the instructor must become a subject matter expert as well as a language expert, so we have attempted to provide background information and opportunities for expansion where possible.   This information is contained in sidebars in the teacher’s version of the textbook, along with suggestions on how to use the materials and exercises.

Media
The course book is accompanied by a DVD containing music and video clips referred to in the text.  The DVD is in no way to be considered supplemental; it is a necessary component of material delivery, and vital to the integration of the four language skills.  For example, for the unit on swing dancing, the DVD includes a brief video demonstrating the dance styles described in the opening pages, with a voice-over reading the descriptions, and a set of instructional dance videos for the gap exercise at the end of the unit.  While the former could be read aloud by the instructor, it would lose much of its impact without the accompanying video, and the latter project would not be possible without the instructional videos.  
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Media List

NB: All icons come from the MS Clip Art collection.
Page 1:

Leon James and Willa Mae Ricker doing the Lindy Hop (black and white): http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/exploring/harlem/themes/lindy_hop_2_pop.html 

Bobby White and Kate Hedin doing the Lindy Hop (color): http://bobbykate.com/images/DSCM07jump.jpg   
Chuck Berry Record Cover: http://www.rollingstonesnet.com/influenc.htm 

Elvis Poster: www.allmoviephoto.com/photo/2005_elvis_logo.html 

Page 2:

Finale of “A Chorus Line": http://www.dallasparks.org/FairParkNews/images/ ChorusLineLg.jpg 
“Star Wars” poster: http://www.moviesonline.ca/movie-gallery/albums/userpics/ StarWarsep4poster.jpg 

“Casablanca” poster: http://www.moviewallpapers.net/images/wallpapers/1942/casablanca/casablanca-1-1600.jpg 

Page 3:

Serenity spaceship from “Firefly”: http://couchcampus.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/ 08/wallpaper_firefly_serenity_1024.jpg 

Tiffany lamp: http://z.about.com/d/orlando/1/0/4/S/morse04.jpg 

Quilt: http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/amqc/ho_52.103.htm 

Page 4:

Savoy Ballroom: http://www.streetswing.com/histclub/gif/1savoy2.gif 

Page 5:

Terrence Bennett tap dancing: http://www.facebook.com/#/photo.php?pid=3512802& id=553367213 
1926 “Life Magazine” Charleston cover: http://media-2.web.britannica.com/eb-media/28/43428-004-946413F5.jpg  

Lindy Hoppers doing the Big Apple (black and white): http://www.lindyhopping.com/ LIFElindyhoppers09b.jpg 
Page 6:

Jitterbug magazine cover: http://infinitestatemachine.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/jb.jpg 

Jive and East Coast Swing dancers: www.streetswing.com 

Lindy Hoppers: http://www.torontolindyhop.com/swing/wp-content/uploads/ 2009/05/kevin_emily_lamp_hires.jpg 

Page 8:

Frankie Manning: http://www.frankie95.com/images/photos/frankie_y1.png 

Quotation marks: www.walletpop.com 

Page 10:

Frankie Manning doing aerial move: http://www.frankie95.com/images/photos/frankie_y 13.jpg 

Page 11:

Frankie Manning: http://www.frankiemanning.com/photos/frankie-full.jpg 

Page 12:

Duke Ellington: http://image.lyricspond.com/image/d/artist-duke-ellington/album-ken-burns-jazz-collection-duke-ellington/cd-cover.jpg 

Page 13:

Face with question mark: MS clip art collection

Page 16:

Lindy hoppers: http://campjitterbug.com/image/tid/17?page=1 

Apple Jack video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BeDcgkK82Ms 

Page 17:

2 dance images and dance shoes: http://www.lindyhopallstars.com/ 
Suzie Q video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEQOpr6Y8Q4&feature=PlayList&p =27BB1AFE041F70D7&index=0 

Crazy Legs video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kP_7wIrcCc&feature=related 
