Descriptive Poetry
Teaching Situation
These materials are intended can be used by intermediate-level middle or high school students, or undergraduates.  The activities can be used at the beginning of a school year or semester as a review of basic English grammar.  They can also be adapted to various class sizes: for example, the class poem activity might not be suitable for very large classes.
Rationale
This set of materials will focus on reading and writing skills.  Students at this level are expected to have a comfortable level of conversational English, but their writing skills may be at a lower level, due to a concentration on oral communication.  In addition, because “intermediate” is a continuum, teachers may find these activities useful as a diagnostic tool to see what knowledge students are bringing with them to the class.
Grammar and Vocabulary
These materials address the basic components of English grammar: nouns, present progressive tense verb forms, and adjectives.  The materials are not intended to present the grammar as new information, but rather to review what students already know, and draw out areas that need more attention.

Vocabulary is partially drawn from the sample poems (authentic poems written by other ESL students), and partially generated by the students themselves, depending on the topics of their poems.  The teacher may elect to suggest some topics to get them started.
Activities

Pre-Writing Activity
1. Show sample poems on overhead projector, or on a handout, and read them aloud.  (Source: http://cesl.siuc.edu/students/grammar.html)  Ask students to consider if they see a pattern in the way the poems are constructed.  
2. Write on the board headers for nouns, verbs, and adjectives.  Explain that nouns are people or things, verbs are actions, and adjectives describe things.  

3. Have students call out which words in the poems belong in which category.  
4. Note that the verbs all have an –ing ending, and remind students that these verbs talk about ongoing actions.
5. Draw attention to the first and last words of each poem—how are they related?

6. Explain the structure of the poems as follows:

· Noun

· 2 adjectives describing the noun

· 3 verbs that the noun does 
· An expression of how the noun makes the writer or other people feel

· A synonym for the noun (or a related noun)
7. Read the poems out loud a second time and ask students to note where the pauses are.  Are they always at the ends of lines?  These poems have no punctuation, so explain it is up to the reader to put in any necessary pauses.  Can the meaning of a poem change if the pauses are changed?
Writing Activities

Class Poem

As a class, construct a similar poem on the board.  Start by deciding on a noun to write about, and brainstorm related adjectives, verbs, and other nouns.  Then decide which words to use and in what order.  Ask volunteers to read the poem aloud, paying attention to where they think the pauses should go. See if other students feel it should be read differently.

Chain Poem 

Divide students into groups of five.  The first student in the group writes down the noun that is to be the subject of the poem, then passes the paper to the next student, who adds the line with the adjectives.  The next student adds the line with the verbs, and so on, until the group has assembled a complete poem.  During this time, circulate to answer questions and make any necessary corrections.  When the poems are finished, ask for a volunteer in each group to  read their group’s poem aloud.  (If the class does not divide evenly into groups of five, you can double up on some lines, or break some down into individual verbs or adjectives.)

Pair Poems

Pair students up and have each pair construct two different poems using the same topic noun.  For example, they might decide to make their topic books, but use different adjectives and verbs, etc.  During this time, circulate to answer questions and make any necessary corrections.  When finished, partners should exchange poems, and ask each other for clarification if necessary.  Each student should then read their partner’s poem aloud.  

Individual Poems

As a homework assignment, students should write two more poems on their own: one about a topic noun that the student likes, and the other about a noun they dislike.  
Options: 
· Allow students the option to use a graphic or drawing to illustrate their poems, as in the sample poems.  
· Students may choose to keep the initial noun in their L1; providing a challenge to the teacher to guess it from the rest of the poem!
Example Poems

	Moon 
Bright, pale 
Moving, changing, setting 
It shines at night 
Romance
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	Apple 
Red, sweet 
Picking, eating, gathering 
People love this fruit 
Snack
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	Summer 
Hot, sunny 
Sweating, swimming, enjoying 
I await cool fall

Vacation 
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	Internet

Fascinating, addictive

Surfing, emailing, chatting

Can’t live without it

Information highway
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